STANDING ORDER 10 - CODE OF PRACTICE ON THE REGISTRATION AND
DECLARATION OF INTERESTS

1. This Standing Order outlines the process for registration and declaration of interests.
Introduction

2. Schedule 2, paragraph 8 of the RDA Act 1998 requires a member of a regional
development agency who is in any way directly or indirectly interested in any matter that is
brought up for consideration at a meeting of the agency, or any committee or sub-
committee of the agency, to disclose the nature of his or her interest to the meeting. The
disclosure shall be recorded in the minutes of the meeting and the member shall not take
any part in any deliberation or decision of the agency, or any committee or sub-committee
of the agency, with respect to that matter.

Scope of the Code

3.  This Code of Practice applies to all members, observers, specialist advisers and co-opted
members of the Board and its subordinate bodies (members).

4.  The provisions of this Code relating to Registration of Interests also apply to the Chief
Executive, Group Directors and Directors of the LDA (non-members).

5.  For all other employees and officers of the LDA, including temporary staff and secondees,
the provisions of this Code relating to Registration of Officers Interests apply.

REGISTRATION OF INTERESTS
Registerable Interests

6. Members and non-members to whom this Code applies, should register all relevant
interests, whether direct or indirect, pecuniary or non-pecuniary, and any relevant interests
of their spouse or domestic partner, and of members of their family or close associates.

7. The Categories of Registerable Interests, including definitions and explanatory notes, are
contained at Annex F of the Standing Orders.

Secretary of State Dispensation

8. The Secretary of State has provided members of regional development agencies with a
dispensation from registering and declaring certain interests. The Secretary of State’s
Dispensation is contained at Annex G of the Standing Orders.

The Registration Process

9. The Secretary shall maintain a Register of Interests for the LDA. Members and non-
members must lodge with the Secretary a Register of Interests form (as set out in Annex
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

H and Annex | respectively, within 14 days from their date of appointment to the LDA,
and thereafter within 14 days of becoming aware of any changes to the interests, or
following any guidance issued by the Mayor or the Secretary of State. The form shall
include:

a) Details of any registerable interest which he or she has at the date on which he or
she lodges the form with the Secretary; or

b) A statement that he or she has no registerable interest at the date on which he or she
lodges the form with the Secretary.

The form should contain sufficient details of any registerable interest and such other
information as is necessary to clearly identify the nature of the interest.

Members or non-members need not register any interests that they have held at any time
before the date on which they were appointed to the LDA and which are no longer
registerable interests. However, they should consider whether it may be prudent, having
regard to the Nolan Principles of Standards in Public Life, to register such interests. (Refer
to Registration of Miscellaneous Interests below.)

There is a continuing duty upon members and non-members to register any new interests
and any changes to existing interests by lodging an updated Register of Interests form with
the Secretary.

In addition, all members and non-members are required to review and update their
Register of Interest form every six months in accordance with the decision of the LDA
Board on 19 June 2002. The Secretary shall be responsible for ensuring that the six-
monthly review takes place, however, members and non-members should not wait for the
six-monthly review to occur before lodging any new interests or changes to existing
interests.

The Secretary must update the Register of Interests not later than 14 days after a Register
of Interests form is lodged by a member or non-member and may amend the register at
any time in order to:

a) Take account of changes recorded in any supplementary Register of Interest form
lodged by a member or non-member,

b) Correct any clerical or typographical errors in any form.

The Register will be maintained in both hardcopy and electronic forms in the Secretary’s
office.

Registration of Miscellaneous Interests

16.

A member or non-member who has a miscellaneous interest which may be relevant to
proceedings of the Board or activities of the Agency, but which is not a registerable
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